First Jackie Robinson, then Larry Doby
Jackie Robinson is rightly remembered for breaking the color barrier in the major baseball leagues on April 15, 1947. The movie “42” highlighted the racism he endured and the contributions he made to baseball and to civil rights by playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers in the National League. But has Larry Doby, who was the first African American to integrate the American League, been overlooked? Mr. Doby played his first game for the Cleveland Indians on July 5, 1947. Undoubtedly, Mr. Doby was not greeted with open arms, certainly experienced many of the same racial slurs and other discriminatory acts that confronted Mr. Robinson. The accomplishments of both players were incredibly remarkable and both are in the Baseball Hall of Fame. In 1948, Mr. Doby, along with teammate, Satchel Paige, were the first African Americans to play in a World Series and be on a winning team. Mr. Doby was the first African American to hit a home run in a World Series and in an All Star game. Not to take anything from Mr. Robinson, as we owe him so much; however, let’s not overlook the first African American to break the color barrier in the American League. Mr. Doby began his major league career, not only in the same year, but in less than three months from the time Mr. Robinson made his historic mark on baseball history.
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